MISCELLANEOUS                    267

patches, and when they have done their work, they dis-
appear and do no harm whatever to anvthing else.

4. Accuracy and training. Every effort should be made
to do things right the first time, whether it is building a
drain, fixing a ventilator or mending a well-top. If a drain
is made the wrong way it will certainly have to be raved up
and redone in a few months, and this costs money and
discourages people. Plans and models of most of the
common things can be obtained and these should be studied
before villagers are asked to spend their time and money
on improvements. Rural Reconstruction is the practical
application of the principles of many sciences, but when
it reaches the villages, it must be very simple. It must,
however, be very definite and as far as it goes absolutely
accurate. It is no use being vague with the villager and
it is still worse to tell him things which are not correct.
All workers, therefore, whether official or non-official
require training.

There is no institute or school in the Punjab for training
in Rural Reconstruction, but courses are arranged for those
who desire them. Training should last about three months,
beginning with several weeks spent at headquarters
studying, asking questions, listening and discussing, and
followed by tours all over the province to see new and good
work in actual progress, with intervals for further study
and discussions at headquarters. The Skinner Estate is
visited near Palwal to see what a landlord can do by
continuous effort. At Phillaur the co-operative consolida-
tion of holdings is studied. In Montgomery District is seen
what rural civilization can look like in its most advanced
form and in the most favourable circumstances under the
inspiration of the District Officers. Health work in
Hoshiarpur, cattle improvement societies in Amritsar, and